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First of all, thank you very much for kind words during this tragedy.
I was there for a couple of days, just returned last week. I echo
Tak's comments and really appreciate the people thinking about the
future of Japan and their contributions.

I was also in New York for 911 (residency) and Houston (fellowship)
when Hurricane Katrina and Rita hit the coast. Both of the times,
military force lead by strong governmental leadership (such as FEMA)
took good control of the situation. They were systematic, sometimes
brutal but very efficient.

However, this was not the case in Tohoku. As far as I can see, neither
the central or local government took good control of the situation but
rather, small network system such as Tokushukai or local DMAT centers
kind of worked on their own to cover the area, and made the plans
based on the information collected on their own.

Of course, this earthquake and tsunami covered the whole coast of the
Northern Japan and was not a single area operation, as was in 911 or
Hurricanes. The central governmental network system might not have
functioned in the way it is supposed to be. Still, I think the

tremendous efforts driven by local doctors and their supporters to
provide the necessary care was quite amazing.

A lot of them walked 273 hrs to get to the camp (no gas, no
helicopters), and some of them had to spend the night in the same area
after seeing some 100 or so patients. The opened the satellite



clinic/pharmacy when it is needed, and called for transport or
consultants through their own network. The most reliable network that
I had was my friends in Tokyo on the internet.

All done in spontaneously with no order from the government or whatsoever.

Still this is an on—going tragedy and a lot of help is needed. But I
would like to point—out here, that initial network generated by local
doctors and assisting doctors were simply awesome.

Once again, I would like to thank all for showing care and offering
support. I wish I can write better than this but hope that I was able
to share the drastic difference in the way doctors reacted in Japan.
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